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COMPSTALL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  Year  1907. 


To  the  Cliairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I beg  to  present  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1907,  and,  in  doing 
so,  I wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  two  outstanding  features  as  regards 
your  district. 

I.  — The  low  death-rate  for  this  year — 9 per  1,000. 

II.  — The  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  which  broke  out  in  the  district 
last  April,  and  which  necessitated  the  closing  of  the  schools  for  six 
weeks,  and  which  we  have  not  yet  quite  stamped  out. 

I will  deal  with  these  two  in  their  proper  place. 

BOUNDARIES. 

The  district  is  principally  rural,  and  lies  on  the  South  and  South- 
Easterly  part  of  one  of  the  Hills  of  the  Pennine  Eange  in  the  North- 
Western  portion  of  the  County  of  Chester,  being  separated  from  the 
Glossop  Rural  District  by  the  River  Etlierow. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  Borough  of  Hyde;  on  the  West 
and  South-West  by  the  Urban  District  of  Bredbury  and  Romiley.  On 
the  East  and  South-East  by  the  Rural  District  of  Glossop. 

The  Urban  Portion  lies  at  the  lower  part  of  the  district.  The  sub- 
soil is  composed  of  sand  and  clay,  with  underlying  rock. 

INDUSTRIES. 

The  only  industry  is  that  of  Spinning  and  Weaving.  Most  ^f  the 
inhabitants  are  employed  at  the  mills.  The  remainder  are  Farmers 
or  Labourers.  The  Printworks  are  still  closed. 

HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  houses  are  in  good  condition,  and  in  most  cases  of  sufficient 
accommodation.  There  are  plenty  of  open  spaces.  The  yards  are 
clean  and  sanitary.  One  or  two  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been 
notified,  and  the  families  have  now  removed  to  larger  houses.  No  new 
houses  have  been  erected. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  sewage  consists  of  slopwater  and  soapsuds,  and  is  discharged 
by  the  sewers  into  the  reserve,  and  thence  to  the  Kiver.  It  contains 
no  excrement  whatever.  The  drains  are  in  good  condition,  and  are 
trapped  and  ventilated.  Disconnection  is  general.  I recommend  the 
Council  to  adopt  a new  sewerage  scheme  for  the  urban  portion  of  the 
district. 


EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 

Scavenging  is  regularly  carried  out,  and  the  streets  are  kept  clean, 
and  in  good  condition.  Most  of  the  ashpits  are  covered  in,  and  ventil- 
ated. Complaints  have  been  made  that  tliese  are  not  emptied  more 
frequently,  and  I again  draw  your  attention  to  this  matter.  There  are 
still  some  ashpits  uncovered,  and  I advice  the  Council  to  notify  the 
owners  to  remedy  the  same.  The  greater  portion  of  the  household 
refuse  is  thrown  into  the  ashpits,  and  allowed  to  putrify  instead  of 
being  burnt  on  the  fires.  If  the  latter  were  done  there  would  be  less 
effluvia  arising  from  the  ashpits,  especially  in  Summer.  The  ashpit 
refuse  is  removed  by  the  owners  to  a Tip,  which  is  sufficient  distance 
away  from  any  dwelling  or  water  supply. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Tlie  water  supply  is  very  good  both  as  regards  quality  and  quantity. 
It  is  obtained  from  upland  siirings,  and  stored  in  two  reservoirs,  from 
which  the  urban  portion  is  supplied.  The  reservoirs  are  cleaned  and 
limed  every  Spring,  and  the  mains  are  flushed  periodically.  Pre- 
cautions have  been  taken  to  prevent  flood  water  from  entering  the 
Keservoirs.  The  Eural  portion  is  supplied  from  wells  and  springs. 
These  have  been  inspected,  and  found  to  be  well  protected  from  con- 
tamination. The  water  was  clear,  palatable,  and  free  from  odour. 

INSPECTION  OF  MILLS. 

These  have  been  inspected  by  the  Inspector  and  myself,  and  found 
to  be  in  a sanitary  condition.  Any  suggestions  made  by  us  were 
promptly  carried  out  by  the  owners. 

SLAUGHTER=HOUSES. 

There  is  only  one  in  the  district,  and  this  is  now  in  a good  sanitary 
condition.  It  has  been  properly  drained.  The  refuse  is  removed 
regularly.  There  are  no  Lodging  Houses  or  Bakehouses,  nor  are  there 
any  offensive  Trades  carried  on  in  the  District. 


SCHOOLS. 


Tliese  have  been  inspected,  and  v.diilst  closed  during  April  and 
May,  were  thoroughly  disinfected,  and  cleaned,  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself.  During  the  Cliristmas  Holidays 
the  desks  and  floors  were  scrubbed  and  waslied  with  disinfectants.  The 
New  School  in  Lud worth  will  he  ready  for  opening  shortly.  This  will 
relieve  the  congestion  of  Conipstall  Schools.  The  air  space  for  each 
child  will  he  greatly  increased,  and  the  sanitary  conditions  improved. 

BYE  = LAWS. 

The  Council  adopted  the  Bye-Laws  of  the  Stockport  Rural  Sanitary 
Authority  when  the  district  was  made  an  Urban  District,  and  are 
sufficient  for  present  need.  No  new  bye-laws  have  been  adopted. 

NUISANCES. 

The  Inspector  reports  that  the  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  are  in  good 
sanitary  condition.  One  notice  served,  and  nuisance  abated.  Six 
other  nuisances  have  been  abated  without  written  notices  being  sent. 
Sixteen  houses  have  been  disinfected  during  the  year.  Plans  for  pro- 
posed alteration  to  the  Council  Schools  were  presented  to  and  passed 
by  the  Council,  subject  to  certain  alterations  to  the  drains,  which 
alterations  were  eventually  agreed  to  by  the  School  Authorities. 

STATISTICS. 

The  area  of  the  district  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  equals 
897  acres. 

The  population  at  Census  1901  was 875. 

The  population  at  Census  1891  was  1,012. 

Decrease  during  decennium  1891-1901  was  137,  or  13.5  per  cent. 

This  was  due  to  cffisure  of  Printworks,  and  consequent 
removal  of  people  out  of  the  district.  The  estimated  Population  for  the 
year  is  880.  The  number  of  houses  inhabited  in  July  was  225.  Average 
number  of  persons  per  house,  3.9. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Births  8 10  18 

Deaths 3 5 8 

The  Birth  rate  for  the  year  equals  20.4  per  1,000,  and  is  the  same 
as  last  year,  but  is  lower  than  the  average  birth  rate  for  County,  which 
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was  24.9  per  1,000.  The  death  rate  for  the  year  equals  9 per  1,000,  and  is 
much  lower  than  last  year’s,  which  was  21.5  per  1,000,  and  lower  than 
the  average  death  rate  for  the  County,  which  was  13.7  per  1,000,  and  it 
constitutes  a record  since  the  district  became  an  urban  district.  I 
must  also  congratulate  the  Council  on  the  low  infantde  mortality  for 
this  year,  which  constitutes  another  record.  The  infantile  mortality 
is  55.5  per  1,000  registered  births.  This  is  very  much  lower  than  last 
year’s,  which  was  277  per  1,000,  and  much  lower  than  the  average  for 
urban  districts,  which  was  116  per  1,000. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  ages  at  which  the  deaths  occurred : — 


Under  one  year 1 

One  and  under  5 years...  Nil. 

5 and  under  15  years Nil. 

15  and  under  25  years 1 

25  and  under  65  years 3 

65  and  upwards 3 


Two  of  the  latter  were  over  70,  and  one  over  80  years. 
The  deaths  from  classified  diseases  were : — 


Diarrhoea 1 

Phthisis 1 

Bronchitis 1 

Heart  Disease 1 

From  unclassified  Diseases: — 

Senile  Decay 1 

General  Paralysis  1 

Grave’s  Disease 1 

Cerebral  Hgemorrhage...  1 


The  ages  and  causes  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  were : — 
Diarrhoea  One,  age  5 months. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Diphtheri  a. 

One  case  occurred  on  the  Romiley  border.  It  was  mild  in  character, 
and  made  a good  recovery.  All  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  con- 
tagion, and  no  further  infection  took  place. 

Scarlatina. 

Nineteen  cases  were  reported  in  the  District  during  the  year.  The 
first  occurred  in  March,  and  was  isolated  at  the  Hospital,  and  rooms 
disinfected.  In  April  six  cases  were  reported,  and  as  it  appeared  to  be 
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epidemic  in  character  I advised  your  Council  to  close  the  schools.  These 
were  closed,  disinfected,  and  thoroughly  cleansed,  and  not  re-opened 
until  after  the  Whitsuntide  holidays,  in  the  hope  that  we  should 
stamp  out  the  (disease.  We  did  not  manage  to  do  so,  however,  and 
after  having  no  case  reported  in  May,  we  had  three  more  in  June,  one 
in  August,  one  in  September,  one  in  October,  four  in  November,  and 
two  in  December.  Seven  cases  were  isolated  at  Hyde  Hospital,  and 
Twelve  at  home.  By  the  closing  of  the  schools  there  is  no  doubt  we 
stopped  the  Fever  from  becoming  epidemic,  although  we  failed  to 
stamp  it  out  altogether.  The  cases  have  been  of  a mild  character,  and 
I am  glad  to  say  that  no  deaths  occurred  from  it,  although  one  or  two 
cases  contracted  Bright’s  Disease  during  Convalescence. 

There  were  no  other  infectious  cases. 

PREVENTION  OF  INFECTION. 

Owing  to  so  many  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  District  extra  work 
has  fallen  on  the  Inspector  and  myself,  especially  the  former,  necessit- 
ating a great  deal  of  time  in  supervising  the  isolation  of  cases,  and 
subsequent  disinfection.  The  latter  has  been  thoroughly  carried  out 
by  the  Inspector  in  every  case,  and  I think  we  may  now  look  forward 
to  a period  of  immunity.  Disinfectants  were  supplied,  and  freely  used 
by  the  people  whose  houses  were  infected. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  Council  have  retained  one  bed  at  Hyde  Hospital,  and  made 

arrangements  for  admittance  of  cases  requiring  Hospital  accommoda- 
tion. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

I recommend  the  Council  to  adopt — 

I.  The  Compulsory  Notification  of  Measles  and  Phthisis. 

II.  A Disinfector  for  bedding  and  clothes. 

I beg  to  remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


CHAS.  H.  HIBBERT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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